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December 18, 2020 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next Meeting:  None 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues        

or projects in progress: 

 

Assistant City Manager Natalie Dean reports that the City is currently accepting 

applications for two Department of Public Services Maintenance positions (entry level).   

 

Interviews will continue, next week, for the position of part-time payroll/accounting clerk, as 

well as DPS maintenance.  We are hoping to be able to fill these positions with the right 

people so that they can start the new year as City employees.   

 

Job listings can be viewed on the Human Resources tab at:  www.cityofdowagiac.com and on 

Indeed.com.   

 

Looking ahead, staff is working to complete final tasks on the MSHDA Mod grant before     

the City’s new modular home arrives on Spruce Street in January/February 2021.  After the 

home is set, the City will begin planning open houses for the spring.  The foundation is set 

and we are ready! 

Director of Public Services Chad Tyrakowski We started the 

week installing a cleanout at a Cass Ave. home due to roots on 

our side.  We are assisting with a sewer issue on Oak St. where     

a contractor got his rod stuck.  Gordon assisted Prairie Ronde 

Realty with televising their lateral.  The crew also had to deal 

with rags in both Vineyard and 

Pokagon lift-stations, and address a 

low temperature issue with the 

Villamere Booster.  Speaking of low 

temp, Service Experts were called to 

replace a failed igniter in one of the 

city hall second floor furnaces. 

 

Work is moving along on Spruce St.  Retiree Dennis assisted the 

crew with installing the city lateral for the sewer for 505.  Gordon 

Engineering bored the water line, with the city making 

connections and installing our curb-box.  Preparations have also 



been made to install the underground electric and gas services to both homes. 

Assisted by a former technician and LD Docsa, Nova 

and Invent wrapped-up the upgrades to the Tertiary 

Filters at the WWTP.  Components, including the drive, 

bearings, screen frames, drums, etc., were all replaced 

with more substantial units and/or reinforced.  We have 

been informed that these units are now the same as the 

rebuilds provided to Saline, and that are currently being 

produced.  The hope is these units will mechanically 

perform more reliably without major component failure. 
 

The concrete, staining, and grading for the 

event stage behind the library is complete.  

Flory coordinated with Harding’s to replace 

the pole behind their store.  The quarterly 

Landfill inspection was completed, 

addressing burrows and barrels per the 

consultant’s request.   

 

After many months of back-order and COVID 

delay, the replacement 4x4 and plow package 

for Unit #3 was finally delivered.  We were 

able to finish outfitting it, put it into service, 

and retire the old 2003 Dodge. 

 

Work continues with Precision Concrete on our sidewalk rating system.  Service agreement 

discussion meetings were held between the City, Paw Paw, and MEC.  We met with MEC’s 

ROW & Permit Agent to discuss vegetation control planned at Russom Park.  Wightman has 

started obtaining drone footage to add Riverside Cemetery to our GIS system.  We received 

the Dixon Report for our Rudolphi Tower inspection.  And, although still receiving 

applications, we have started preliminary interviews for our open positions.  

 

The City received a Water Fluoridation Quality Award from the Michigan Department of 

Health and Human Services Oral Health Program, and the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention, for “consistent and professional adjustment of the fluoride content to the 

recommended level for oral health for 12 consecutive months in 2019.” 

 

Airport manager Oscar Azevedo reports T hanger construction deliveries will resume in 

January.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 


